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Report to Washington From Ghihuahua Com-
mander Says That Force of 15,000 Carranzistas
Are Surrounding Rebels, With More Rein-
forcements Coming Censorship Holds Bor-
der Towns As General Pershing and Troops
Get Under Way Four Thousand Troops
Ready For Dash From Columbus, N. M.

Washington, March 14 Francisco Villa, heading south
from Galena, is now encircled by Garranza troops, according to
advices from. General Luis Gutierrez, commander-in-chie- f ol
Ghihuahua, today. With fifteen thousand men in Chihuahua
arid heavy reinforcements on their way, he thinks Villa has
small chance to escape.

As to the gubernatorial candidates,
the chairman said his attitude is "en-
tirely neutral." He denied that he
opposes the candidacy of Speaker
Frank E. Healy, of Windsor xicks,
and said that Gov. Holcomb, Lieut.-Go- v.

Wilson, Controller Webster,
Speaker Heuly or Dennis Blakeslee
would satisfy him as a candidate.

William E. Seeley held the proxy of
John T. King, of Bridgeport, and J.
A. BT. Robinson that of Alexander L.
DeLaney, of Bridgeport. The other
representative from Bridgeport is Ar-
thur F. Connor who is head of the mo-
tor vehicle department of the secre-
tary of state's office.

indications before the executive
session committee began were that
Hartford would be selected as the
convention city. The meeting prob-
ably will be called for some time
late in April.

1 tijjitl Censorship in Force
San Antonio, Tex., March 14 A rigid censorship was or-

dered established at Columbus, N. M., today by Major General
Funston. He instructed Brig. General Pershing, commanding
there, to take charge of the telegraph office, watch all automo-
bile routes and guard telephone wires out of the town. This
action was taken to prevent news of the troop movement leak-
ing out in press despatches.

General Funston said newspaper reports from New Mexico
had been revealing every movement of the troops.

General Pershing Leaves EI Paso
El Paso, March 14 Brigadier General John J. Pershing,

commanding the American expeditionary force into Mexico, left
here on a west-boun- d train last night and sincd his departure
military authorities have refused all information about him.

General Pershing's train was said to be Columbus,
N. M., where today some four thousand men of the first expedi-
tionary force are in readiness for the dash after Villa.

VOTERS' SESSION

Perennial Political Foes
Fight Over Laying Side-

walks In Stratford

OUST TELLERS WHO
w DISAGREE ON COUNT

Tax This Year Will Be 15.8
for First and 15.2 for

Second

(Special to The Farmer)
Stratford, March 14 The adjourn-

ed annual town meeting of Stratford
was held last night. As no town meet-

ing is complete without a scrap be-

tween Judge Charles E. Peck aid
Prosecuting Attorney Ivan L. More-
house the two G. O. P. rivals and their
cohorts picked out the matter of lay-
ing sidewalks, and locked horns.

Verbiage flourished and for most
of the meeting the question of what
the town tax should be was shoved
into the background. Judge Peck
made a few motions and his oppon-
ents trampled on the'm.

One of the features of the set-t- o

was a disagreement between two tell-
ers, each representing one of the fac-
tions. No matter how often each tel-
ler counted, he found his side was in
the majority. To expedite matters,
the tellers were discharged and three
were appointed to take their places.

The boys paused for a moment in
their belligerency to unite forces
against the Connecticut Co. Unani-
mously, they rapped the trolley ser-
vice and drew up a resolution con-
demning it. Then they went back
to the real business of disagreeing.

There weren't enougn chairs in the
hall and half the voters were stand-
ing.

A tax of 15.8 for the first district
nd 15.2 for the second was laid.

A resolution was introduced by
Judge Charles H. Peck asking that
sidewalks be placed on Ferry Boule-
vard and from Main street on Bar-nu'- m

to the city line. Judge Peck
made an urgent plea for sidewalks,
saying that he did not care where the
walks were placed but cited these
two thoroughares as examples of the
great need for some permanent pave-
ment. "Time and time one will see
children going to and from school
walking in the middle of the road,"
he said. "Consider the danger these
little ones are in ' f being' run down
by some kind of a vehicle."

Elliott Peck, chairman of the fi-
nance board said that he was heartily
in favor of sidewalks but after all ex-

penses are paid there will only be
$3,650 left with which to accomplish
this work.

(Continued on page 4)

DURKIN & LAAS

SETTLE SUIT OF

THEIR1AWYER3

High School Contractors
Agree to Pay About Half

of Lawyers' Claim

The suit brought by Attorneys
Marsh , Stoddard & Day against lur-i- n

& La as, the New York contractors,
was settler this morning just before it
was ready for trial before Judge Gager
and a jury in the superior court.

The plaintiffs agreed to take $775
without cosi,s in settlement, although
they originally claimed $1,500. They
brought the suit to recover for legal
services to Durkin & Laas, who had
the contract for building the High

; school.
The defendants declared the bill ex-

cessive in view of the fact that thejhad previously paid $225.51 for ser-
vices.

Testifies That Auto
Victim Was Befuddled

"Oforocki had been drinking and
he had a half pint of whiskey in his
inside pocket," declared Michael
Spellacy of 1339 Stratford avenue
when testifying today before Coroner
John J. Phelan. The coroner is in-

vestigating the manner in which John
Oforocki of Hallett street was run
down Wednesday morning and injur-
ed by a jitney bus driven by George
Borek.

Oforocki is in a critical condition
at the Bridgeport hospital. Spellacy
told the coroner today that Ororockl
staggered into the street with hia
head down and paused for a second
in the gutter. He thought he was
going to stay there. Instead of that
he started forward in the path of the
car. In trying to avoid running down
the man Borek turned his car so
that it skidded completely around and
the rear of the car struck him, nock-
ing him down. Two of his left ribs
were broken and one punctured his
left lung.

Spellacy told" the coroner he be-
lieved that Borek was driving care-
fully and that he did everything in
his power to avoid striking Oforocki.
In his opinion the injured man was
befuddled by drink.

HUSBAND CRTJEL, SHE
SEEKS SEPARATION

iMary Korn of this city, filed papers
in the superior court this morning in
divorce proceedings against John F.
Korn of New Haven. She alleges in-

tolerable cruelty and intemperance.
The couple were married January 11,
1910. Mrs. Kom's maiden name was
Mary Smith.

Germany Ready to Make
Amends If It Develops
That German U-Bo- at

Sank Norwegian Bark.

Americans Aboard Neutral
Ship Say It Was Not
Warned Austria Cites
Attacks On Liners.

Washington, March 14 Un-
official advices received here

'
today indicate that Germany
will make complete amends to
the United States if it is found

. that a German submarine tor-

pedoed the Norwegian bark'
Silius, from which seven Amer-
icans were rescued, in Havre
Roads.

( The German government is repre-
sented here as believing that a tor-
pedo was not responsible for the loss
of the bark, holding that any com-
mander who attacks a neutral ship
such as the Silius without warning" would be exceeding his instructions.

The sinking of the Silius has been
the cause of much concern here be-
cause American Consul Osborne at
Havre reported that the ship was tor-
pedoed without warning. His report
was based on statements of American
survivors officials are inclined to en-

tertain, the possibility that the ship
might have been struck by a mine,
but the case is being investigated
further. Today the statement re-
ceived .another report from Consul
Osborne which made no mention of
the cause of the sinking, merely say-
ing the vessel was unarmed, carried a
cargo of grain and no passengers. Of
the crew of 17 members, three per-
ished, among the captain, a Norwe-
gian.

Consul Osborne also reported the
names of four of the seven Americans
aboard the ship as John Hartman,.
Philadelphia, and Daniel Nobal, John
Van Galen and Henry Monaian, ad-
dresses not given. Hartman is in a
hospital with a fractured hip. The
other three are on the way to New
York aboard the steamer Taxandrier,
due to arrive here April l.T'

London, March 14 A Reuter des-

patch from Christiania says it is re-

ported there that the Norwegian gov-
ernment has asked Germany whether
a German submarine torpedoed the
Norwegian bark Silius which with
seven. Americans on board, was sunk
last week off the French coast. If the
Silius was thus torpedoed, the des-
patch says, an explanation of the con-
ditions under which the attack was
ma.de is requested.

AUSTRIA CITES ATTACKS.
Washington, March 14 Austria has

presented to the United States reports
of two instances in which it is charg-
ed Austrian merchant ships were tor-
pedoed without warning by allied sub-
marines, presumably British.

ATTEMPT TO STOP

BOUT IS FAILURE

Albany, March 14 The attempt of
Assemblyman Martin G. McCue, of
New York, a former pugilist, to pre-
vent putting on of the Willard-Mora- n

boxing contest met with failure today.
McCue, who last week was refused
unanimous consent to introduce a res- -
olution calling upon the state athletic
commission to revoke . the license for
ha contest, moved today to suspend

the rules to permit its introduction
but the motion was defeated by a
voce vote.

McCue then rose to a question of
personal privilege and assailed a
sporting writer on a New York pa-
per who had questioned his motives.
Referring to the fact that he was
formerly a prize fighter, he said:

"That is the proudest hair in my
pompadour," and he repeated his
charge ofast week that the Willard-Mora- n

contest would not be an hon-
est one.

Patrick Howard Is
Named for Place On

Board of Examiners
Patrick H. Howard lias been desig-

nated to be a member at Bridgeport
of the Civil Service Examiners for
the First District. Mr. Howard will
represent the carriers of the local
postofnce taking the place left vacant
by Edward Fagan when he became
superintendent of carriers.

ARCHITECTS OF STATE
TO. MEET HERE TOMORROW

The Connecticut Chapter or tne
American Institute of Architects will
hold their Fifty-fir- st meeting and
banquet at the Stratfield tomorrow,
afternoon and evening. The Bridge-
port members are Warren R. Briggs,
Edward B. Caldwell, Jr., and Ernest
G. Southey. Mr. Briggs is tho
secretary and treasurer of the chap-
ter.

TURKS DENT ENVER PASHA
IS ASSASSIN'S VICTIM.

Athens, March 14 The Turkish' le-

gation, which hitherto has denied ab-

solutely the reports which have been
ya. circulation concerning the assas-
sination of Enver Pasha, Turkish
minister of war, made this announce-
ment today: "we have no official ad-Vic- es

concerning Enver Pasha."

U3

IIOLCOMR DENIES OFFER
OF MILITIA OF STATE

Hartford, March 14 Governor
Holcomb said today that persistent
reports to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, he had not had any communica-
tion with the war department ir
Washington concerning the Connecti-
cut National Guard in relation to the
Mexican trouble. He has not offered
troops, he said, nor has he informed,
the war department how many Con- -;

necticut could furnish.

REFUGEES FLEE MEXICO.
Washington, March 14 A larger

party of refugees left Chihuahua Sity
today on & special train provided by
the Carrana authorities. Twenty
Americans refused to leave and 17,
others from various parts of Chihua-
hua statet also elected to remain. The
state department's despatches report-- ;
ing the departure of the Americana
said the Carrana authorities in Ch-
ihuahua .were showing an excellent
spirit of

tahb
Washington, March 14 State de

partment agents along the border re-

ported today that General CarranZa
has received the American govern-
ment's note accepting his proposal for
a reciprocal agreement for the pur-
suit of outlaws and is favorably im-- .
pressed with it.

The state department was formally,
advised of the receipt by General Gar-
ranza of the reply sent yesterday to
his proposals for a reciprocal agree-
ment as to the pursuit of banditj
along' the border. Unofficial Inform-
ation reached the department that
the American note was favorably re-
ceived by Carranza but the official
messages made no comment on that
point.

The department has not renewed
its standing order urging American
to stay out of Mexico for the time be-

ing but it was indicated that the at-

tention of consults in Mexico might
be called to these Instructions.

Official reports from the border
contained no word of important troo
movements. Before he went to tha
cabinet meeting, Secretary Baker sai i
he had nothing to Indicate when tha
expedition into Mexico would start.

Senator Chamberlain and Repre-
sentative Hay, chairmen, respectively
of the Senate and House military
committees, conferred briefly with the
Secretary. No announcement as t j
the purpose of the visit was made.

Chairman Stone, of the Senate for-
eign relations committee was told by
President Wilson that conditions in
Mexico appeared more favorable.

THE WEATHER
Unsettled tonight and Wednesday,

probably rain or snow; mod era o
northeast winds, becoming fresh cn
the coast.

Efforts Are Made to Have
Neighborhood Lot Convert-

ed Into Park Land

Adjusters from the insurance com-
panies are expected here tomorrow to
confer with the committee of the
Bridgeport Aerie of Eagles to settle
damage caused by the recent fire at
Eagles' hall, Madison avenue. It is
the desire of members of the aerie
that some settlement be made at once
so that work may be started on re-

pairs of the building. The aerie has ar-
ranged a carnival to be held from
April 28 to May 9 and it is desired
that the hall be repaired so that it j

may be used by that 'time. Because
of the nature of the damage the hall
Is not available for any social gather- -
ing at this time. Many societies that
had planned affairs to be held t.here
have been obliged to get other halls ;

or else cancel the engagements.
The committee named on behalf of

the aerie to confer with the apprais-
ers for the fire insurance companies
is: John L. Lynch, president of the
Aerie; Thomas M. McNamara, secre-
tary; John 'j. Doyle, George M. Case
and Daniel Brolley, trustees, and Fire
Commissioner John H. Tague. As
soon as a settlement is agreed on the
work of repairing the building will
begin.

The aerie fwns the property on the
east side of Main street just north of
East Washington avenue and with the
proceeds of the carnival a building
fund will be established for the pur-
pose of erecting a handsome home on
the location.

The members who were instrumen-
tal in getting this property are anx-
ious that a new home shall be erected
there as soon as possible. Considera-
ble revenue is derived by renting the
large assembly hall and, the adjacent
ante-roo- in the present building in
Madison avenue and the disposition
of this building when tiyj new home
is erected is rather problematical.
Some members favor - keeping it for
the revenue it brings. Others propose
to sell the building and use the money
from the sale to "aid in building the
new home. Several offers for the
building and property which are con-
sidered worth in the neighborhood of
$100,000 have been received.

At the carnival a five-passen- au-
tomobile and $2,000 in gold will be
given away to aid the building fund.

Some time ago directly after the
Eagles purchased the new property
in Main street, Thomas H. Reddy,
then a member of the common coun-
cil, proposed that the city purchase
the triangular plot at Main street,
Washington avenue and Catherine,
street. The plot is right at Bull's
Head and directly facing the Eagles
property. It is owned by the Mc-Mah- on

estate and has been for some
time occupied by bill boards. Be-
cause of the peculiar shape of the
plot it could hardly be adapted to ad-

vantage for building purposes. In
view of the fact that the Eagles were
to build a clubhouse in the neighbor-
hood former Alderman Reddy thought
it would add to the attractiveness of
the section to have this property made
a public park. It would also afford a
breathing place for the children at
Bull's head.

The resolution, which he introduced
before the Common council was re-

ferred to the park board but no ac-

tion has been taken because the board
says it has no money for this pur-
pose.

THREE BUILDINGS

FOR Y.W.C.A. IS

LIKELIEST PLAN

Central Building, a Board-

ing Home and East Side
House Projected

Three buildings will .be needed by
the Y. W. C. A. to carry on the work
for which the fund just raised was
planned. A central building contain-
ing an auditorium, cafeteria, gymna-
sium, swimming pool, class rooms,
clubs and offices is expected to cost in
the neighborhood of $175,000. The caf-
eteria would accommodate about 200

persons a day.
A boarding home in a residential

section of the city, with rooms for 100
women and girls, is expected to cost
$50,000. A building fo-- the East Side
owrk is estimated to cost $25,000.

HOUSE PLANS TO

RUSH BILLS FO

PREPARED C ss
Washington, March 14 In keep-

ing with the President's desire to have
all preparedness measures rushed
through Congress, the House rules
committee today appointed a sub-comitt- ee

to confer with Speaker
Clark on sidetracking all other busi-
ness after the passage of the free su-

gar repeal in favor of the army bill.

(Special to The Farmer.)
Hartford, March 14. With John T.

King absent when the Republican
State Central committee met here to-

day to name a date and place for the
spring convention, J. Henry Roraback,
the chairman, held the center of the
stage. He entertained the committee-
men at luncheon and then relieved
himself in a few well chosen and dip-
lomatic remarks.

Among his utterances was the ex-

pression by Mr. Roraback that he
didn't think the spring convention
would send United States Senators
McLean and Brandegee as delegates
to the national Republican convention.
Mr. Roraback said he hadn't heard
that they wanted the jobs, and, be-
sides, if he were holding down a sen-atorsh- ip,

he didn't think he'd want to
go.

DEFER CHARGING

HAINES JURYMEN

UNTIL TOMORROW

Arguments of Prosecution
and Defense Are Heard

Today
Opening arguments of prosecution

and defense in the case of Jason S.
Haines, charged before Judge James
H. Webb and a jury in the criminal
superiov court with killing his wife,
Anna, at their homestead in Trum-
bull last' September, began this morn-
ing before a court room which was
crowded to itis capacity.

Closing arguments will continue
until late this evening, with the
charge to the jury by thecoiirt de-

ferred until tomorrow morning. It
is likely that a, verdict may be reach-
ed tomorrow afternoon.

Assistant State's Attorney Galen A.
Carter summed up the case for the
prosecution at the opening of court
today. He began by quoting from
the statutes showing that intoxication
was not an excuse for the crime. He
characterized Haines as a' brute and
intimated that his insanity was feign-
ed. He dwelt upon the episode in
Fairfield last July when Haines is al-

leged to have threatened to kill liis
wife and said that before her death
Mrs. Haines had predicted what
would happen to her. "Haines shot
her as no-ma- n would shoot a dog,"
he said, averring that the act was
committed with premeditation, delib-
eration and mali-ie- .

Attorney Carter said that the state
would like to show what happened
in the home three or four minutes
prior to the shooting but Haines had
"luckily" forgotten what happened.
Edward F. Ratigan's veracity had not
been impeached, the prosecutor
thought. That Haines was not crazy
the state contended had been proved
by the fact that Haines is said to
have told Deputy Sheriff Emil Ber-g- er

"I killed her because I had a
right to."

The state contended that three
shots had been fired, one inside and
two outside of th? house.

A recess was taken after which
Judge Robert E. DeForest, of counsel
for the defense, arose.

Quoting authorities upon drunk-
enness and insanity in the cases of
murder. Judge DeForest told the jury
that there was no law of nature that
compelled the taking of a man's life
because of a killing that such an act
was merely a human institution. He
then told how the minds of the public
might be swayed by reports and ask-
ed the jury to consider only the ac-

tual evidence they heard in court.
He characterized the statements of
Jason Haines, Jr., on the stand as of
the utmost importance to the defense
as showing that Haines was of a
peaceful, law abiding nature, having
undergone much in 2 0 years of mari-
tal life. He was always forgiving
and kindhearted, he said, even up to
the hours before the crime when he
had gone himself for a physician to
treat wounds he had unintentionally
inflicted.

The state had said Judge DeForest
ad not shown that) Haines was sane at
the time and specifically showed that
it was not necesary for the accused to
show his insanity. Judge DeForest
asked the jurymen to weight in their
own minds the doubt that might exist
and if in the minds of one of these
there should be a doubt than Haines
should not be accused of first, or even
second degree murder.

Haines was a kind-hearte- d man,
should be the deduction from testi-
mony offered by many witnesses, in-

cluding the physician who had been
called to attend Mrs. Haines and from
the statements of fact shown, declared
the counsel. On many occasions
Haines avoided trouble by walking

'.Continued on Page 2.)

COMMISSIONERS

ASSIGH HEARING

ON LIQUOR CLUBS

Expect Soon to Estrblish
Status of Organizations

- With Bars
In order to settle the club liquor li-

cense disputes as' soon as1 possible the
county commissioners this moYning
assigned dates for hearings on the re-
monstrances against the Young Em-
met and the Bridgeport Gaelic Ath-
letic club. There will be a hearingon the Emmet remonstrance March 22
and the Gaelic matter will be consid-
ered March 23. There are still seven
clubs in this city and one in Stratford
against which remonstrances have
been filed and not yet assigned for
hearings.

There has been some difference of
opinion among lawyers regarding the
right of clubs to sell liquor 'while re-
monstrances are pending and the po-
lice have raided several organizations.
The Young Emmet club was recentlyraided but in the city court the case
was continued pending the hearing
before the county commissioners.

PARK BOARD TO

DISCUSS CRANE

CO.'S PETITION

Make Effort to Learn Who
Framed Last Request to

Common Council
When the park commission meets

tonight at the Seaside park cottage
the matter of the petition of the
Crane Co. for the closing of South
avenue to Barnum Dyke and Barnum
Dyke to Waldemere avenue, will come
up for discussion. Vice President
C. S. Canfield has been trying to find
out who drew the last petition which
the company presented to the com-
mon council as a petition made sev-
eral years ago was denied.

Alderman Malcolm MacFayden,
president of the common council and
chairman of the streets and side-
walks committee, denies that repre-
sentatives of the Crane Co. have ap
proached him with an offer of com
promise on the South avenue closing.
The alderman also denies that there
is any intention to delay action in or-
der to grant the petition of the com-
pany. . ..

Most of the members of the council
have been opposed to the closing of
the street, but action has been post-
poned at the request of Alderman
MacFayden.

Courtade Leaves Job
of Cleaning Streets

To the Sun and Rain
No attempt has been made to clean

the snow from Cannon, John or. Bank
streets between Main and Broad
streets. In consequence there are
deep ruts in the snow and ice which
make it extremely difficult for
heavily loaded trucks to get through.
Trucks were stuck in all these streets
today and held up traffic until as-
sistance could be obtained to move
them. So far as could be learned Di-
rector of Public Works Courtade has
given up all efforts to remove any
more snow. He was not at city hall
today and could not be located.
Teamsters likened the streets men-
tioned to the "Rocky Road to

NACO, FEARING RAID,
IS CLOSELY GUARDED

Naco, Mex., March 14 Naco was
under arms during the night as the
result of reports that a raid on the
town was planned for the early morn-
ing hours. Women, children and val-
uables were hurried from the border
by American. Today all was quiet.
Following reports last night that Villa
sympathizers at Cananea, Sonora,
were threatening trouble, the wires
between that town and the border was
cut. '

The authorities here were also in-

formed that several pieces of artillery
were discovered hidden in a house
at Nogales, Sonora, and that Mexican
soldiers had been seen carrying what
appeared to be ammunition to the
place. In Naco the company of in-

fantry on duty on the American side
was augmented by another company
from Bisbee. The patrols were given
instructions to "shoot to kill" anyone
found trying to burn houses or who
refused to halt at command.

BICYCLE DEALER

FOUND GUILTY OF

FOUR PERJUP.

Judge Thomas Fines Bridge-porte- r

$100 In United
States Court

CSpecial to The Farmer.)
New Haven, March 14. Joseph De

lia, who conducted a bicycle store on
Pembroke street, Bridgeport, was tinea
$100 on four counts of perjury yester-
day in the United States district court.
Judge Thomas was on the bench.

The charges against Delia grew out
of bankruptcq hearings in Bridgeport
when Delia is alleged to have made
misstatements. He was declared to
have obtained credit for stock, claim
ing to conduct four stores, whereas he
had only two.

CORONER SEEKING
STATEMENT FROM

P. J. PENDERGAST
Coroner John .1. Phelan was at the

Bridgeport hospital late today to ob-

tain a statement if possible from Pat
rick J. Pendergast, who was seriously
injured when run down by a trolley
car at Crescent avenue and William
street yesterday. Prendergast suffer-
ed a fracture of the skull and internal

j injuries and is in a serious condition.
He is 6 2 years old and lives at lu2 8

1 State street.
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